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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, BOOTLE
ON  1 APRIL 2019

PRESENT: Councillor Kelly (in the Chair)
Councillors Bradshaw and Gannon

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR 

RESOLVED:

That Councillor John Kelly be elected Chair for this meeting of the Sub-
Committee.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interests or personal 
interests were received.

3. LICENSING ACT, 2003 – APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A 
PREMISES LICENCE - ORRELL HILL WOOD, ORRELL HILL 
LANE, HIGHTOWN L38 5DA 

The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Head of Highways and 
Public Protection, regarding an application by Mr W J Greenwood for the 
Grant of a Premises Licence in respect of the above premises, as detailed 
in the report. 

Objections to the application had been received and this necessitated a 
hearing, for which the Sub-Committee had been convened. 

The Sub-Committee heard representations from Mr C Knight and Mr J 
Radford, of L37 Events, on behalf of the Applicant and heard the 
representations from Ms S Cushion, from Merseyside Police, Councillor 
McCann on behalf of Formby Parish Council, Mr Kevin Sharpe on behalf 
of Ince Blundell Parish Council, local residents and written representations 
from Hightown Parish Council and Thornton Parish Council, objecting to 
the application. 

All parties agreed the issues that were in contention and the procedure 
that was to be followed. 

The Sub-Committee retired under Regulation 14(2) of the Licensing Act 
(Hearings) Regulations 2005 (as amended) and thereby excluded the 
press and public whilst they reached their decision on the application. The 
Sub-Committee returned to give their decision in public. 
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RESOLVED:

The Sub-Committee gave due consideration to the application put forward 
by one of the interested parties for a deferment of the decision on the 
basis that they had not received reports subject to a Freedom of 
Information request. 

The Sub-Committee did not agree to the deferment on the basis that the 
Freedom of Information request related to reports that the Environmental 
Health Officer had already seen and had already put forward conditions in 
relation to the application heard today. 

The Sub-Committee resolved that the Application for the Grant of a 
Premises Licence in respect of Orrell Hill Wood, Orrell Hill Lane, Hightown, 
L38 5DA, be granted subject to the change of the operating schedule and 
the conditions agreed with Merseyside Police and Environmental Health 
conditions agreed by the applicant and the condition put forward by the 
applicant that the premises licence would be restricted to Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, once a year. 

 The sale of alcohol by retail (on the premises):

Days of Operation Hours of Operation
Friday and Saturday 12.00 to 22.30
Sunday 12.00 to 22.00

 The provision of regulated entertainment – plays;
 The provision of regulated entertainment – films;
 The provision of regulated entertainment – live music;
 The provision of regulated entertainment – recorded music;
 The provision of regulated entertainment – performance of dance; 

and
 The provision of regulated entertainment – entertainment of a 

similar description to that falling within the category of live music, 
recorded music, or performance of dance:

Days of Operation Hours of Operation
Friday and Saturday 11.00 to 22.30
Sunday 11.00 to 22.00

Hours Premises Open to the Public

Days of Operation Hours of Operation
Friday and Saturday 11.00 to 23.00
Sunday 11.00 to 22.30

Reasons for the Decision:

The Sub-Committee noted the additional conditions agreed by the 
Applicant following representations from Merseyside Police and that as a 
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result, the representations from Merseyside Police have now been 
withdrawn. 

The Sub-Committee also noted that the applicant offered up the condition 
that the premises licence shall be restricted to Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday only, and would take place only once a year. 

The Sub-Committee also considered the written representations received 
from local residents, and the representatives of Ince Blundell, Hightown, 
Thornton and Formby Parish Councils and the petition from residents, 
objecting to the application. 

The Sub-Committee were cognisant of the fact that no other 
representations were received in response to the application from any of 
the other Responsible Authorities. 

The Sub-Committee noted that this Application was for the Grant of a New 
Premises Licence and they were bound to have regard to the appropriate 
Legislation, Guidance and to Sefton Council’s own Statement of Licensing 
Policy. 

The Sub-Committee could not impose conditions that were, or could be 
considered disproportionate, overly burdensome or purely aspirational. In 
addition, the Sub-Committee could not address issues that were dealt with 
by other statutory regimes such as Planning or Highways Legislation. 

Whilst the Sub-Committee had sympathy for the local residents’ concerns, 
it had not received any evidence that these concerns would occur and 
therefore, could not impose any purely aspirational conditions in the 
absence of any evidence. 

The Sub-Committee were satisfied that the Applicant was supported by 
the Health and Safety Advisor and were encouraged by the Applicants 
offers of engagement with the community. 

The Sub-Committee, when considering the potential increase of Crime and 
Disorder in the area, were directed by Statutory Guidance to look to 
Merseyside Police as their main source of advice. 

The Sub-Committee had made its decision based on the evidence and the 
representations made by the interested parties and the imposed hours 
were considered to be reasonable. 

The Sub-Committee concluded that should any concerns come to fruition, 
in respect of this premises, the interested parties would have the right to 
request a Review of the Premises Licence. 
 


